
 

 

 

Sheffield International Arts Conference 2018 

Friday 20th -  Sunday 22nd April 

Creating an Ecology of Hope -  Art, Social Justice and Faith 

(Conference Plan Dec 2017- Please note that this is the initial programme. Artist workshops, speakers 

and showcase are all confirmed but there may be some slight adjustment to the seminar list.) 

Sheffeel International Arts Conference 2018 gives you a unique opportunity to come and 

use your senses to explore Sheffield’s creative spirit and deep roots in social justice and 

faith.  

This conference will look at what it means to create an ecology of hope through a set of 

inspirational talks, seminars and practical workshops. There will be a chance to uncover the 

history of the arts by delving into the heritage of this steel city and discovering more about 

the poet and humanitarian, James Montgomery. 

You will learn new creative skills in two 3-hour workshops led by professional artists at 

Exchange Place Studios. These will range from metal work, printing, glass making, CADS, 

woodwork, pottery, painting, embroidery and perfume-making. 

The Saturday night ‘Sheffeel Showcase’ at The Montgomery will give you a flavour of 

Sheffield’s character through music, performance and artist presentations. We aim to give 

you a real Sheffeel welcome with this exciting programme of events so that you will 

experience the creative spirit of its people and leave feeling refreshed, inspired and full of 

ideas.  

 



 

 

Conference Programme 

 

Friday 20th April 

VENUE - Montgomery Studio 

4.30pm Registration and Refreshments 

5.30pm Welcome Talk and Orientation – Caroline Twist 

6.30pm Dinner (Local Restaurant) 

8pm Presentations from Delegates 

9.30pm – 10pm Music Performance 

 

Saturday 21st April 

VENUE - Montgomery Gallery 

9.15am Refreshments 

9.30am Welcome  

9.40am Talk: James Montgomery – Dr Adam James Smith 

10.10am Questions 

10.40am Small Group discussion 

11am Break seminars 

11.30am Seminars (Different Locations) 

1. Deep Talk Session (8 people) Kathryn Lord 

2. The Makers Shop 

3. Curated Exhibition on Hope  

4. Sheffeel Treasure Hunt 

1pm Lunch 

2pm Art Workshops 

VENUE- Yorkshire Art Space - Exchange Place 

5pm Break 

6pm Dinner  

7.30pm Sheffeel Showcase 

VENUE Montgomery Theatre 

 

 

 



 

Sunday 22nd April 

VENUE- Studio 

10.00am Seminars 

1. Pioneer Creative Business Women  

2. Curated Exhibition on Hope 

3. Sheffeel Treasure Hunt 

4. Wayfarer Trust 

12pm Lunch  

1pm Art Workshops 

VENUE- Yorkshire Art Space - Exchange Place 

4pm Closing Talk and Evaluation  

5.30pm Conference End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Workshop Programme 

Saturday 21st April and Sunday 22nd April  

The workshops are led by professional artists based at Exchange Place Studios, in the heart 

of Sheffield. You will not only get an opportunity to learn new skills from Northern makers, 

but you will get a unique opportunity to hear about their working practice and have a tour 

of their studio. 

Artists and Artform 

Giles Grover – CADs 

Michael Borkowsky – Perfume Making 

Alison Riggott and Mandy Nesbitt - Metal Working 

Caroline Twist – Mixed Media Collage 

Henk Littlewood – Woodwork 

Clee Claire Lee – Wire Sculpture 

Deborah Burrell – Glasswork 

Frances Lewis –  Printmaking 

Lizzy Alageswaran – Painter 

Krishna Alageswaran – Ceramics 

Amanda Wells – Textiles 

 

Information on each artist can be found here: 

Makers directory www.artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/ 

 

 

 

        

    

https://smallmachines.co.uk/
https://michaelborkowsky.com/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/alison-riggott/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/caroline-twist/
http://www.woodenhenk.com/
http://www.claireleeartist.com/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/debra-burrell/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/frances-lewis/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/lizzy-alageswaran/
http://artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/krishna-alageswaran/
http://www.artspace.org.uk/our-artists-makers/


 

 

Sheffeel Showcase 

Saturday 21st April 7.30pm Montgomery Theatre 

Thought-provoking presentations and performances on the theme of ‘Creating an Ecology of Hope’ 

from Sheffield Creative Guild, Far North Film, Yorkshire Artspace artists, Storytelling with a Twist, 35 

Chapel Walk and Rev Suzanne Nockles. These will be interspersed with live music performed by Joe 

Williams, Latifah Makuyi, Otis Mensah and Melanin Fest musicians. 

 

Sheffield Creative Guild 

www.sheffieldcreativeguild.com 

Hear about this new initiative where creatives of all persuasions from across Sheffield come together 

in a community to make all kinds of wonderful things happen. Old hands and fresh talent, in one 

beautiful self-sufficient hubbub of creative activity. Together they are making and doing, giving and 

taking, learning, teaching and thriving.  

 

Far North Film 

www.farnorthfilm.com 

Tobias Watts and Fionn Watts run a creative film and video production company in the heart of 

Sheffield. They have worked recording snapshots of artists practice at Yorkshire Artspace and 

Internationally along with a plethora of other exciting projects. Hear and see some of their work. 

 

 

        

http://www.sheffieldcreativeguild.com/
http://www.farnorthfilm.com/


 

 

Storytelling with a Twist 

www.stortytellingwithatwist.com 

Winston Churchill Fellow and conference organiser, Carrie Twist, has set up Storytelling with a Twist 

Creative Reminiscence Collection based at the Montgomery. It is a free lending library for Sheffield 

care homes, day centres and lunch clubs to support people on a dementia journey. Hear about her 

creative vision to serve people with dementia through story, music and memory. 

 

Chapel 35  

www.35chapelwalk.com 

Chapel 35 is an art space led by artists, curators and creatives. It is an accessible and affordable 

platform for a wide range of creative ventures. It also has a community with a radically inclusive 

ethos, promoting all forms of creativity as well as the exploration of spirituality and conversation. It 

is supported by The Methodist Church. Hear from Naomi Gordon about how Chapel 35 was born and 

its vision. 

 

Talking Art, Talking Life 

http://www.museums-sheffield.org.uk/whats-on/events/2017/10/talking-life-talking-art 

Suzanne Nockles has been running an award-winning group in Graves Gallery, Sheffield, using works 

in the gallery as a starting point to reflect on experiences, memories, faith and everything that 

makes us human. Hear about her inspiration to set up this project and some of the pieces she has 

been exploring. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stortytellingwithatwist.com/
http://www.35chapelwalk.com/
http://www.museums-sheffield.org.uk/whats-on/events/2017/10/talking-life-talking-art


 

 

Seminars 

Deep Talk Session (8people) 

Explore your artistic practice and what it means to create an ecology of hope in and 

through your work. This creative storytelling session will be facilitated by Mutual 

Blessings trainer, Kathryn Lord. 

https://godlyplaymutualblessings.wordpress.com/deep-talk/deep-talk-training-days/ 

The Makers Shop 

Hear the story of The Makers Shop, located a stone’s throw from The Montgomery, in 

the beautiful Sheffield Winter Gardens. You will also get a snapshot of the different 

artists who sell their work there. 

https://www.sheffieldmakersshop.com/ 

Curated Exhibition on Hope  

UK artists exhibition of the conference theme of creating an ecology of hope. (Venue to 

be arranged.) 

Sheffeel Treasure Hunt 

A sensory treasure map of the city’s creative heritage and landscape for you to explore 

more of Sheffield’s story of art, social justice and faith. 

Pioneer Creative Business Women  

A panel of five women talking about their experiences of creating a space for others to 
flourish through their work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Venues 
 
The Montgomery and Exchange Place Studios (Yorkshire Artspace) in the 
heart of Sheffield. 
 

 
 

The Montgomery 

Surrey St 
Sheffield 
S1 2LG 

 

Exchange Place Studios 
Exchange Street 
Sheffield 
S2 5TR 

 
Conference Booking 
 
Book online  
http://themontgomery.org.uk/TheMontgomery.dll/WhatsOn?Film=7092 
 
Box Office 

0114 327 3456 
 

Conference price: £230 

EARLY BIRD OFFER: Book by end of Feb for a special offer of £200 

 

(Lunches, dinners and refreshments included) 
 

http://themontgomery.org.uk/TheMontgomery.dll/WhatsOn?Film=7092

